








WHEN CHURCH PEOPLE  
CHEAT & ABUSE 

James 5:1-6
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1. THEIR WANTONNESS 

Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth,  
and been wanton v5 KJV
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You have lived on the earth  
in luxury and in self-indulgence.  

You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 
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1 Timothy 6:17 
As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be  

haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches,  
but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 



Q: Is it wrong to enjoy things in this world? 

It is not wrong to enjoy things in the world
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It is not wrong to enjoy things in the world 
But it is wrong to be enslaved / engrossed by the world
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1. THEIR WANTONNESS 

You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence.  
You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.  

(James 5:5)
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which you kept back by fraud…
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2. THEIR WICKEDNESS 

Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields,  
which you kept back by fraud… 

You have condemned and murdered the righteous person 
 He does not resist you.



Deuteronomy 24:15 

You shall give him his wages on the same day,  
before the sun sets (for he is poor and counts on it),  

lest he cry against you to the LORD, and you be guilty of sin.



Jeremiah 22:13 

“Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness … 
who makes his neighbor serve him for nothing 

and does not give him his wages,



Leviticus 19:13 

You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him.  
The wages of a hired worker shall not remain with you  

all night until the morning.
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3. THEIR WITNESSES 

[2] Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten.  
[3] Your gold and silver have corroded,  

and their corrosion will be evidence against you  
and will eat your flesh like fire. 









3. THEIR WITNESSES 

[2] Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten.  
[3] Your gold and silver have corroded,  

and their corrosion will be evidence against you 
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4. THEIR WRETCHEDNESS 

[1] Come now, you rich, weep and howl  
for the miseries that are coming upon you. 



4. THEIR WRETCHEDNESS 

[4] Behold… the cries of the harvesters  
have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 
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       True religion = bridle his tongue                                   Speech    
                       visit orphans & widows in affliction       Service 

                                       unstained from the world                   Sanctification



JAMES 1:26,27 

       True religion = Speech    
             Service 
             Sanctification







Suffering



Suffering

Self-centredness



Suffering

Self-centredness

Speech



Suffering

Self-centredness

Speech

Strife



Suffering

Self-centredness

Speech

Strife

SPIRITUAL WISDOM



Suffering

Strife

Self-centredness

Speech

Strife

SPIRITUAL WISDOM



Suffering

Strife

Speech

Self-centredness

Speech

Strife

SPIRITUAL WISDOM



Suffering

Strife

Speech

Self-centredness

Speech

Strife

SPIRITUAL WISDOM

Self-centredness



Suffering

Strife

Speech

Self-centredness

Speech

Strife

SPIRITUAL WISDOM

Self-centredness 
  

Suffering 



Suffering

Strife

Speech

Self-centredness

Speech

Strife

SPIRITUAL WISDOM

Self-centredness 
  

Suffering 



Suffering

Strife

Speech

Self-centredness

Speech

Strife

SPIRITUAL WISDOM

Self-centredness 
  4:13- Come now 
  5:1-   Come now



Suffering

Strife

Speech

Self-centredness

Speech

Strife

SPIRITUAL WISDOM

Self-centredness 
  Self-reliant 
  Self-indulgent



Suffering

Strife

Speech

Self-centredness

Speech

Strife

SPIRITUAL WISDOM

Self-centredness 
  Self-reliant 
  Self-indulgent



   Sin in Suffering

Self-centredness

Speech

 Strife



   Sin in Suffering

Self-centredness

Speech

 Strife

FALSE RELIGION



   Sin in Suffering

Self-centredness

Speech

 Strife

FALSE RELIGION TRUE RELIGION



   Sin in Suffering

Self-centredness

Speech

 Strife

FALSE RELIGION

Sanctification

Speech

Service

Steadfastness

TRUE RELIGION



   Sin in Suffering

Self-centredness

Speech

 Strife

YOU CAN BE IN CHURCH

Sanctification

Speech

Service

Steadfastness



   Sin in Suffering

Self-centredness

Speech

 Strife

YOU CAN BE IN CHURCH

Sanctification

Speech

Service

Steadfastness

BUT NOT IN CHRIST



   Sin in Suffering

Self-centredness

Speech

 Strife

YOU CAN BE IN CHURCH

Sanctification

Speech

Service

Steadfastness

BUT NOT IN CHRIST



Luke 8:14 

And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear,  
but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and  
riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 
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4. THEIR WRETCHEDNESS 

[1] Come now, you rich, weep and howl  
for the miseries that are coming upon you. 



5. THEIR WARNING



[1] Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming 
upon you. [2] Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. 
[3] Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence 
against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the 
last days. [4] Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, 
which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of 
the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. [5] You have 
lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your 
hearts in a day of slaughter. [6] You have condemned and murdered the 
righteous person. He does not resist you. 
•  



James 1:9–10 

[9] Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation,  
[10] and the rich in his humiliation,  

because like a flower of the grass he will pass away. 
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James 1:21 

Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness  
and receive with meekness the implanted word,  

which is able to save your souls.



Submit yourselves therefore to God.  
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  

Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.  
Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and  

purify your hearts, you double-minded.  
Be wretched and mourn and weep.  

Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.  
 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.  

(James 4:7-10)



James 1:27 

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this:  
to visit orphans and widows in their affliction…



“Better weep here,  
where there are wiping handkerchiefs in the hand of Christ,  

than to have your eyes whipped out in hell.  
Better howl with men than yell with devils.”


